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Guest Article by Deanna Power, cyclist/advocate (drp@personalinjury-law.org) 

Crashing is one of the scariest moments for any bicyclist. Bicyclists are more likely to be injured 
than motorists due to the non-protective nature of a bicycle. Here are a few important things to 
keep in mind if a motorist hits you. 

Stay at the scene of the crash. 
This is critically important. If you believe you are fine and leave the crash site, you will not file a 
police report, meaning that the crash will just be seen as an “accident” and no fault will be 
determined. To ensure that you are not liable for any medical bills or expenses you did not cause, 
stay at the scene of the crash until a police officer deems it is time for everyone to leave. 

Give your side of the story to the police. 
All too often, police officers and officials seem to put the blame on the bicyclist. Be sure to 
speak up and make the police officer take down your side of the story. Be as specific as possible 
when you are describing what happen. If you can, grab the police officer’s business card before 
he/she leaves.  

Go to the hospital. 
Even if you don’t think you are injured, go to the hospital immediately after the crash. This way, 
doctors can determine if you’ve incurred any injuries you may not have noticed and make sure 
you’re OK. You will also have medical documentation of all the injuries you’ve experienced 
from the crash. 

Document the scene to the best of your abilities.  
Take photos of yourself after the accident if you have any cuts, scratches, or bruises. Note any 
damage done to your helmet. Finally, try not to repair your bicycle. If you do choose to peruse a 
claim against the motorist, you will want to have as much evidence of the damage done as 
possible. 

The Importance of Following Georgia’s Bicycle Laws 

Following the rules of the road is not only important for your own safety, but proving that you 
were not at fault for the crash is critical if you wish to file an insurance claim to cover any 
injuries. Here are some of Georgia’s bicycle laws: 

• A bicycle is considered a vehicle, which means that a bicyclist must obey all typical vehicle 
traffic laws.  

• A bicycle must have a permanent and regular seat, meaning that passengers also cannot ride 
atop the handlebars. 

• Bicyclists should ride as near to the right side of the road as possible, but some exceptions are 
when a bicyclist is turning left or when the right side of the road is too narrow or unsafe. 
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• Bicyclists cannot ride more than two abreast unless they are on paths specifically designated 
for bicycle use. 

• Every bicycle at night should include reflective equipment, which includes a white light at the 
front of the vehicle visible from up to 300 feet away, and a red reflector at the rear of the bicycle 
also visible from up to 300 feet away. 

• Every bicyclist under the age of 16 must wear a helmet. This is a state law and there are no 
exceptions in local jurisdictions.  

Fault and Bicycle Accidents in Georgia 

In Georgia, both a bicyclist and a motorist can be partially at fault for an accident. So long as you 
were less than 50% at fault for a crash, you could still seek damages against a motorist. Any 
damages you seek will be reduced by your percentage of shared fault. Example: 

A cyclist we will call “Clay” was riding down the street when he crashed with a motorist. He 
broke his leg, wrecked his bicycle, and was laid up in the hospital for a week. He filed a personal 
injury claim against the motorist for $10,000 to cover his hospital bills and lost wages. A police 
investigation found that Clay was the cause of the crash and that the motorist ran a stop sign. 
Clay was, however, riding through the intersection at a high rate of speed. Due to his speeding, 
he was found 10% responsible for the accident. Clay’s settlement was reduced to $9,000 to 
compensate for his own fault. 

Starting your Personal Injury Claim 

If you wish to peruse a personal injury claim, you will actually not start a courthouse. A personal 
injury claim begins by writing a demand letter to the insurance company of the motorist who 
struck you. 

Your demand letter should be as detailed in possible when listing the medical bills and other 
expenses you’ve incurred. It should also directly list why you were not at fault for the crash, with 
evidence to support your side of the story.  

If the insurance claims adjuster rejects your demand letter, you will need to take the settlement to 
court. You will have two years to file a claim in Georgia. All claims are filed within the county 
where the accident occurred. If your claim is for less than $15,000, you can file is Georgia’s 
small claims court. If it is larger, you will need to file in a higher court. You can find more 
information on which courthouse you need to visit on the Judicial Council of Georgia’s website. 

This article was not written by an attorney, and the accuracy of the content is not warranted or 
guaranteed. If you wish to receive legal advice about a specific problem, you should contact a 
licensed attorney in your area. 
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